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William Allmart joined the DuPage Symphony in 2004. He began his study of the 
violin at the age of nine, and with only a few years’ absence, has continued to play 
ever since. Bill performed professionally for four years with the Orquesta de 
Cámera of the University of Chile, as second and first violinist and soloist, and as 

second violin of the American Quartet under the auspices of the Catholic University of Valparaíso 
(Chile). These ensembles toured nationally and offered more than 100 performances annually in formal 
concert halls, in venues in disadvantaged neighborhoods, and at significant public events. 

Upon returning to the US, Bill was accepted into the Master of Music Education program of Indiana 
University, but after two years, injuries forced him to switch careers. With an MBA in Marketing and 
Finance in hand, Bill was hired into the International Department of the Northern Trust Bank, with 
responsibility for a large portfolio of commercial and bank loans to customers in Brazil, Chile, 
Argentina, Colombia and Venezuela. About a year after his promotion to Vice President, he was 
approached by the US headquarters of the Baha’i Faith to assist in raising money, not only for the 
domestic financial operations of the faith community, but in support of a $250 million construction 
project at the World Center of the Baha’i Faith on Mt. Carmel in Haifa, Israel. Bill was appointed the 
first ever Chief Financial Officer of the Baha’i National Center and continued in that role until the 
untimely passing of his wife, Amelia. 

There began a new chapter in Bill’s life when he volunteered for service to local farmer coops in Angola 
and Zambia under the Farmer to Farmer Program of the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID). Hired as a consultant by an international development group, for two years he advised the 
Central Bank of Angola on a successful program to bring bank accounts to the 98% of that country’s 
citizens who did not have access to banking services. Later, he was retained by the Cooperative League 
of the US to support two large programs, the first a $10 million USAID program focused on fresh-
produce and coffee farmers in Angola, and the second, of nearly $20 million, designed to aid more 
than one million young Kenyans to become constructively engaged in their country’s governance and 
to build their financial security and independence through small enterprises and local savings and loan 
programs. 

When those contracts ended, Bill found a service opportunity with the Red Cloud Indian School, a 
remarkable collaborative Lakota/Jesuit K-12 school located on the Pine Ridge Reservation. His role was 
to create and establish a major gift program for the school, a task that was well along when personal 
circumstances obliged him to leave this very challenging post. 

Bill has served twice on the Orchestra’s Board of Directors, and is part-way through his current term. 
The Orchestra is a passion for him, not least because he credits it with having helped him navigate the 
darkest days of personal loss. The growing quality of the Orchestra, the group’s spirit, the audacity of a 
volunteer ensemble that attempts such challenging programs, and the shared pursuit of musical 
excellence are among the reasons Bill is proud to be a member of the DuPage Symphony. 


