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LET TER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends of  the DSO,

I love to travel. As a child, my parents took us on “road trips” 
throughout most of  the continental United States. We spent the 
time getting to our destinations singing songs, playing car Bingo, 
and trying to find a clear radio station. As an adult, I ventured 
across oceans to more exotic lands, discovering new cultures, eating 
interesting food, and learning the benefits of  traveling light. 

The DuPage Symphony Orchestra began its 2019-20 Musical 
Journey with symphonic adventures to Russia, Japan and Spain. 
Our audiences not only enjoyed beautiful music and world class 
soloists, they explored aspects of  these three cultures with our lobby 
experience. But in March, COVID-19 threw us a sharp curve, built a 
giant speed bump across our path, and posted a definitive stop sign 
on our programming. 

Anthony Bourdain once said “Travel isn’t always pretty. It isn’t 
always comfortable. Sometimes it hurts, it even breaks your heart. But that’s 
okay. The journey changes you; it should change you.”

We are grateful to our donors and sponsors for their continuing 
support. We wish to thank our countless subscribers who donated 
their tickets or held their subscriptions for future performances. This 
continued support, together with emergency COVID-19 funding in 
support of  the arts, will enable us to successfully emerge from this 
current crisis.

As we walk together down this unexpected detour, keep in mind 
the music we shared in the past and the prospect of  future journeys 
we surely will enjoy together again. I wish you all good health and 
look forward to our next Musical Journey.

Sincerely,

  Teresa Muir
Teresa Muir
Board President 2019-20 Season 

MISSION & VISION
Mission
Provide inspiration and cultural enrichment through musical 
excellence, educational programs, and community outreach.

Vision
Transforming hearts, minds, and communities through music.

The DSO is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, and your support as 
a patron, subscriber, volunteer, or donor helps:
   •  Inspire people of all ages to develop an appreciation for  
       symphonic music.
   •  Provide accessible, real-life orchestral experiences for area  
       children and students. 
   •  Create an outlet for talented musicians to share their passion for  
       music with the community.

Children learn how to play instruments  
at our Instrument Petting Zoo.

The DSO performs a FREE concert at the Community Concert Center in downtown Naperville.

String Serenade performs in the lobby as part of  our 
Preludes and Interludes Student Musician Series.



                       A LOVE OF MUSIC
Audiences embarked on a Musical Journey of  international 

discovery during our 66th season consisting of  nine exciting concerts, 
performed with artistry and enthusiasm by our award-winning DSO. 

This season was to feature guest artists at all five of  our season 
concerts. New this year, we partnered with area businesses and non-
profit organizations to provide educational activities in the lobby 
at Wentz Concert Hall to enhance their musical experience. These 
activities included poster displays previewing the entire  Musical 
Journey Season Concerts, a photobooth with  
props so attendees could share a picture of   
themselves on social media and enter to  
win a gift certificate or free tickets to an  
upcoming event, and  a new website  
feature – Newcomers Notes – so patrons  
unfamiliar with classical music could  
learn about the music being performed in advance of  the concert. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we canceled all our large, 
indoor concerts starting in March 2020 suspended future large-
scale performances for the foreseeable future. Luckily, as a small, 
flexible organization, we were able to pivot and have modified our 
programming to provide virtual content and socially-distanced 
outdoor performances. Additionally, we have streamlined our budget 
and administrative tasks to be as fiscally responsible as possible in the 
current environment.

Thanks to the generosity of  our subscribers and donors, as well 
as our staff  for working reduced hours and/or giving back salaries, 
we ended the 2019-20 season with a positive net income. 

The power of  music was well known even before science 
confirmed it. In these uncertain times when more and more people 
are suffering from the effects of  long-term stress, music’s healing 
abilities are needed more than ever.

To support our community during the pandemic, the DSO has 
reimagined its season in order to provide musical inspiration both 
virtually and in small group, socially distanced live performances. 

Our talented musicians will continue to find innovative ways to 
bring the gift of  music to you, lifting spirits and offering hope to all.

MEET THE MAESTRA! 
DSO Music Director Barbara Schubert 
                                       Cited for “her consistently high  
                                        artistic standards, her energetic podium  
                                        style, and her innovative programming,”  
                                        Music Director Barbara Schubert  
                                        was honored by the Illinois Council of   
                                        Orchestras as the 2003 Conductor of  the  
                                        Year. Appointed at the beginning of  the 
1986-87 season as only the second music director in the DSO’s 
history, Maestra Schubert also serves as Music Director and 
Conductor of  the University of  Chicago Symphony Orchestra and 
New Music Ensemble, and of  the Park Ridge Fine Arts Symphony. 
With a performed repertoire of  over 2,500 works, she brings a wealth 
of  musical knowledge and experience to the podium and continues 
to lead the DSO with energy, artistry, and imagination.
    Schubert began her conducting career while a student of  music 
and mathematics at Smith College. She did graduate work in Music 
History and Theory at the University of  Chicago and studied 
conducting with Otto-Werner Mueller, Thomas Briccetti, Charles 
Bruch, and Iva Dee Hiatt. She has been a participant in many 
professional conducting workshops with such renowned maestros as 
Max Rudolf  and Pierre Boulez.  Schubert has guest conducted a wide 
array of  professional and semi-professional ensembles throughout 
the U.S.

MEET THE DSO MUSICIANS! 
Our musicians live and work in YOUR community:
Aurora, Barrington, Batavia, Berwyn, Carol Stream, Chicago, 
Clarendon Hills, DeKalb, Downers Grove, Elgin, Elmhurst, Geneva, 
Glen Ellyn, Hoffman Estates, LaGrange, Lincolnwood, Lisle, 
Lombard, Montgomery, Naperville, Oak Park, Oswego, Seneca, 
St. Charles, Sycamore, Warrenville, West Chicago, West Dundee, 
Westmont, Wheaton, Winfield, and Woodridge. 

INSPIRE



                          EDUC ATIONAL EXPERIENCES  
                          FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
Inside the Orchestra: Open Dress Rehearsals
By providing an opportunity to go behind the scenes with a real 
symphony orchestra and learn about the process of music-making, 
students are introduced to the exciting world of music and the 
numerous educational benefits it provides. Students gain hands-on 
experience by trying new instruments at the Instrument Petting Zoo 
and get to meet the Music Director, our guest soloists, and the DSO 
musicians.

Family Concert: Oct. 27 – Arabian Nights
This fun-filled family program of spine-tingling 
Halloween music is offered at a reduced rate to  
the community and provides students of the  
Naperville Youth Symphony Orchestra a chance  
to perform side by side with DSO musicians.
 
Preludes & Interludes Student Musician Series
An opportunity for chamber ensembles - comprised of high school 
musicians in DuPage County - to perform in the lobby before DSO 
concerts or during intermission.

November 16 - String Serenade       
March 21 - Twin Groves Trio (canceled due to COVID)

 

                                     “Some of my friends think music is too hard  
                                      to learn; but with a good teacher and some  
                                      practice, it is a lot of fun. Now I am  
                                      learning a new song every week!”  
                                      Derek attended our October Open 
Dress Rehearsal where he was able to try out numerous 
instruments at the Instrument Petting Zoo. He started taking 
viola lessons two months later and now enjoys playing viola 
in his 6th grade school orchestra.

Young Artists Auditions
The DSO encourages serious study and musical excellence among 
young musicians through its annual Young Artists Auditions. Each 
entrant is evaluated by experienced judges and receives written 
comments and suggestions based on their individual performances. 

2020 winner - Nicholas Boetcher, contrabass
                  Nicholas Boettcher, 16, studies double bass with  
                             Andy Anderson. He studies music with Sooka  
                             Wang. Previously, he studied cello with Sally Gross.  
                             Nicholas was named a National YoungArts  
                             Foundation Winner for 2020. He is also a finalist  
                             for the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s Young
                             Artist Competition and performed with the  
                             Chicago Civic Orchestra in March 2020. Nicholas 
also soloed at Chicago Symphony’s Orchestra Hall with the Chicago 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. Last summer he was a semifinalist at the 
International Society of  Bassists Performance Competition. Nicholas  
was the youngest musician to have performed with the Chicago 
Philharmonic for its Spotlight program. He has played with the 
Chicago Sinfonietta, the Wheaton College Symphony Orchestra and 
was selected to play in the Chicago Youth in Music program, directed 
by Riccardo Muti.

In 8th grade, Nicholas created The No Repeats Project, a program 
in which young musicians work with teens who are incarcerated. In 
2019, he received a School District 203 Mission Makers award for 
this program. The No Repeats Project uses the transformative power 
of  music to try to reduce the risk of  re-entry into the criminal justice 
system.

Student Interns
Students earn volunteer hours and  
hands-on experience assisting with  
patron services at concerts and  
events or helping teach kids at the 
Instrument Petting Zoo. 
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                    OUR PASSION FOR MUSIC 
                    WITH THE COMMUNITY

The DuPage Symphony Orchestra is a highly accomplished 
community orchestra, serving DuPage County with the vision of 
transforming hearts, minds, and communities through music.

Listening to music provides inspiration, promotes relaxation, 
sparks creativity, boosts memory, reduces stress, alleviates depression, 
and helps those with special needs communicate. We invite you to 
turn off the noise of everyday life and sit back and absorb the beauty 
and peace that classical music can provide. 

Hearing music in live performance is one of the most thrilling 
experiences of all:  the music sounds vibrant, immediate, and alive; 
you can literally feel the passion of the players on stage; and you, the 
listener, become part of a very special musical journey.

SEASON CONCERTS
October 12 – European Explorations
With the opening concert of  the DSO’s 66th season, patrons 
embarked on an exciting Musical Journey, showcasing music stretching 
across Europe from sunny Spain to central Germany. Lush settings 
of  Spanish folk tunes held great appeal for so many Romantic 
composers, which were brought to the fore in Maurice Ravel’s 
Alborada del Gracioso, Emmanuel Chabrier’s España, and Manuel 
de Falla’s Seven Popular Spanish Songs. Acclaimed Chicago-area 
soprano Ariana Strahl, celebrated for the “devastating brilliance and 
incredible ease” of  her vocal technique, was the  
featured soloist in Falla’s pieces. Johannes Brahms’  
masterful Symphony No. 4 in E minor – without  
question the most lyrical and most polished of  his  
four great essays in the genre – was the culminating  
work on this highly appealing, season-opening  
concert. From the yearning sighs of  its poignant  
opening to the mighty power of  its passacaglia  
Finale, the meticulously crafted Brahms Fourth took our listeners on 
an enthralling musical and emotional journey.

November 16 – Remarkable Russians 
Described by The Washington Post as “an exciting, boundary-defying 
performer” and by The New York Times as “striking  
and charismatic . . . [with] bravura technique and  
soulful musicianship,” internationally renowned  
violinist Rachel Barton Pine joined the DSO to  
perform Aram Khachaturian’s exhilarating Violin  
Concerto in D minor. This virtuoso showpiece  
incorporated musical elements from folk songs and  
dances from the composer’s native Armenia, perfectly capturing 
the exotic Oriental flavor of  traditional folk melodies and the 
rich diversity of  customary dance rhythms. Symphony No. 1 in 
G minor by fellow Russian composer Vasily Kalinnikov – with 
its compendium of  lush, sweeping themes and sumptuous tonal 
colors – comprised the first half  of  the program. The Waltz from 
Khachaturian’s Masquerade Suite culminated the DSO’s distinctive 
celebration of  this vast and fascinating land.

February 8 – Echoes of East and West 
Virtuoso percussionist Mitya Nilov, lauded for performing “with 
passion and intensity,” presented Keiko Abe’s mesmerizing Prism 
Rhapsody for marimba and orchestra. Claude Debussy’s Prelude to 
‘The Afternoon of  a Faun’ and Gustav Holst’s  
Japanese Suite rounded out the Oriental-flavored  
first half  of  the program. In the second half  of  the  
concert, the DSO celebrated the 250th anniversary  
of  Ludwig van Beethoven’s birth by performing his  
seminal Symphony No. 5 in C minor – probably the  
most famous as well as the most influential symphony 
in history. From its unforgettable motto opening of   
the initial Allegro con brio movement to the dual-themed Andante con 
moto, through the mysterious Scherzo to the brilliant and triumphant 
Finale, the Beethoven Fifth captivated the audience’s attention 
throughout, with its remarkably wide expressive range and its 
compelling structural power.
 

SHARE



March 21 - Gateway to Romance (canceled due to COVID-19)
Audiences would have basked in the Romantic era with Tchaikovsky’s 
passionate Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture, plus Howard Hanson’s 
riveting Second Symphony, the “Romantic.” We also would have 
featured Nicholas Boettcher, contrabass, 2020 Young Artists 
Auditions Winner. Audiences were able to enjoy a virtual concert on 
our website.

May 16 - German Titans (canceled due to COVID-19)
We planned to celebrate Beethoven’s 250th with his pivotal Third 
Piano Concerto, followed by the first of  Gustav Mahler’s captivating 
and songful Wunderhorn symphonies – the so-called “Titan.” 
Audiences were able to enjoy a virtual concert on our website.

FAMILY CONCERTS
October 28 – Arabian Nights
Audiences were captivated by exotic tones and oriental tales of  
Aladdin and 1001 Nights at our annual Halloween Concert, presented 
in conjunction with the Naperville Youth Symphony. Patrons came in 
costume for a fun-filled afternoon! 
 

December 15 - ‘ Tis the Season
We celebrated the season in style at our annual holiday  
concert, showcasing an assortment of  holiday carols,  
popular songs, and seasonal favorites from around  
the world while everyone watched for that special holiday visitor!

SUMMER CONCERTS
June 22 – Celebrate the Solstice
The DSO celebrated the Summer Solstice with music from the Land 
of  the Midnight Sun, featuring lively and picturesque works by Hugo 
Alfvén, Edvard Grieg, Carl Nielsen, and Jean Sibelius. A joyous salute 
to an annual astronomical occasion!
 

July 20 – Dance Around the World
We traversed the continents and the centuries as audiences enjoyed 
a wide array of  vibrant dance music from Europe, Asia, the Middle 
East, and the Americas. They were dancing in the aisles! 

OUTREACH CONCERTS
These chamber events offered educational programs that contributed 
to the understanding of  and appreciation for music for people of 
all ages and made music readily accessible to residents of DuPage 
County and the surrounding communities. 
 

95th Street Library, Naperville 
Free chamber ensemble concerts offered at Naperville 95th Street.
    •  November 8 - DSO Woodwind Quintet and piano performed  
        Francis Poulenc’s Sextet for Piano and Woodwind Quintet.
     •  February 28 - ZAZZ, a jazz combo featuring members of  the  
        DuPage Symphony Orchestra performed an intimate, family- 
        friendly concert.
    •  April 24 - DSO Horn Ensemble performance was canceled  
        due to COVID-19
 

DuPage Children’s Museum 
Children are introduced to the arts in a family-friendly setting. 
Performance included as part of museum admission.
    •  November 23 - DSO Concertmaster William Allmart and   
       Assistant Concertmaster Janis Wittrig performed a violin duo of   
       winter favorites. 
    •  April 4 - DSO Horn Ensemble performance was canceled  
        due to COVID-19



Alfred Davis
James R. Fancher 
Deborah and John Grobe
Benjamin and Lois Heaton
Dale and Gloria Henderson

Patrons ($100+)
Sharon Aleckson
Cara and Garth Anderson
Dan and Barbara Bilardello
Richard Bowes
Ginger and Denis Brese
Mary and Donald Brown
Bill Carmichael
Trudy and Tony Chelmecki
Jocelyn Cleveland
Alex Cleveland
Gene and Marilyn Dicola
Al and Carolyn Drake
Brenda Ernst
Debi and Shanon Gillette
Jennifer Gladden
Brett and Sue Goad
David Good
Diane and Steven Hefta
Frederick and Ann Holch
Mark Hollingsworth
Juergen Holzhauer
LaVerne Iacomini
James and Carol Jacobs
Donald Johnson
Jane Johnson
Susan Jones
Tom and Wanda Jones
Mike and Carol Juza
Kathy and Jack Kalina
Laurie Kilbourn
Ruth and Robert Kinsman
Durema F. Kohl
Kay and Steven Kolb
Raj Krishnan

Robert and Doretta Valenta
Cheryl Walton
Melinda and Kristopher Watts
Kathy and Rich Wilders

William and Charlene Kubik
Linda Lahti
Bill and Doris Littell
John and Barbara Lorr
Lorelei Maday
William and Darlene Matthews
Mark and Elizabeth Milz
Donna O’Donnell
Dawn Oliver
Mark and Rosalie Oppenheim
Brian and Lori Pelz
Alejandra Perez
James and Patricia Peterson
Craig and Linda Rodemaker
Theresa Rubino
Steven and Sharon Sagat
Elmer and Mari Schirmer
Alfred and Jane Schmidt
Andrew Sharp
Lois Sheridan
Vladimir and Tatiana Sidorova
Robert † and Nancy Silfies
Grant and Antionette Simmons
Donald and Marion Smith
Maria and Andrew Smith
Irene Spaetzel
Morley and Margaret Stefanson
Dorothy Stevens
Robert Stout
Mick and Lori Thompson
Marion Tippet
George and Anita Werderich
Cathy Wigder

INDIVIDUAL DONORS     
Thank you to our donors who gave between 6/1/19 - 5/31/20.
Impresarios ($2,500+)
Mariann Goslovich
Jeff  Mattson †
Ivan and Kathy Kane

Partners ($1,000+)
Anonymous
Shelley Campbell
Kristin and Brian Chmiel
Andrew Dogan and Julie Warren
James and Catherine Kaduk
Garth and Susan Kennedy
Larry Larson

Guarantors ($500+)
Anonymous
William Allmart
Timothy and Karen Bondy
Sarah Cavas
James and Ruth Fawley
Lloyd and Carol Hendrickson
Harry Kotecki
Mark and Cathy Lam
Kirby Lee
Hanford and Judith Linhardt
Ron and Jill Lovik

Benefactors ($350+)
Denise Axtell
Perry and Nancy Berke
Donald and Lillian Lurye

Sponsors ($200+)
Anonymous
Steve and Jean Allmart
Carrie Baffes
Judy Beaver
Bernard and Mary Biernacki
John and Carol Bruns
Joseph and Lorraine Comparato

 
Dale and Teresa Muir
Ken Schubert †

 

Dennis and Sharon Martin
Don Potoczny
Al and Ivan Robinson
James and Suzanne Simnick
Andy Struble
Theodore M. Utchen 
 

 

George and Kathleen McConaghy
Gary and Kathleen Olson
Steven and Cheri Pierson
Mark and Victoria Polito
John Schofield
Barbara Schubert and Daniel McDonald
Dawn and Eric Schubert
Rosalie Sheldon
James and Ruth Snodgrass
Hon. Bonnie M. Wheaton
Sandy and David Wiedemeier

Doris Purdie
Myron and Gail Sonkin

Sarin and Robert Houston
Julie and William Jastrow
Carrie and Robert Provost
Susan Purdie
Anne Renggli and Scott Solenberger
Bruce and Ellen Rodman
Eugenio and Carmen Valdes

If you notice an error in our listing, we sincerely apologize.  
Please call us at 630.778.1003, and we will correct it.



CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS     

Prestissimo ($5,500+)

This program is partially supported by a grant from the 
Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Presto ($2,500+)

Vivace ($1,500+)

Tempo Comodo ($600+)

Wessels Sherman Joerg Liszka Laverty 
Seneczko P.C.

 
TurnKey Vacation Rentals

The Growing Place Garden Center

 

University of  Chicago
West Suburban Travelers Limosine

Allegretto ($400)
Sapp Violins

Andante Moderato ($250)
Kagan & Gaines Music Co.
Suburban Door Check and Lock

Andantino ($125)
Meson Sabika
Salvi Law Firm 

In-Kind Donors 
My Chef
Phillip’s Flowers of  Naperville

Matching Gift Companies
Aetna Foundation
Amazon Smile
AT&T
BP America Inc. Ecolab
IBM Matching Grant Program

Allegro ($1,000+)



2019-20 BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Teresa Muir, President  Grant Simmons, Vice-President
Kirby Lee, Secretary  Theresa Rubino, Treasurer 
Steve Eschbach, Treasurer William Allmart
Shelley Campbell  Lisa Ciota
Toni Cipriano-Steffens  Greg De Jong  
Gary Greene   Michelle Hanlon  
Jim Orchard   Don Potoczny   
Rose Sheldon   Andrew Sharp 
Glenn Sroka   Melinda Watts
STAFF
Barbara Schubert, Music Director and Conductor
Kristin L. Chmiel, Managing Director
Debi Gillette, Development Director

FINANCIALS
Income  
Performance Revenue  $  86,833 41%
Corporate    $  16,950          8%
Foundations   $  15,464         7%
Grants    $  45,294      21%
Individuals   $  43,052      20%
InKind    $    5,860        3%
Other Revenue    $       760          0%
Income Total    $214,213  

Expenses  
Performance Expenses   $(109,485)    57%
Education/Outreach  $(  12,452)       7%
Development   $(  22,859)     12%
Marketing   $(  11,376)   6%
Administration   $(  33,437)    18%     
Expenses Total  $(189,609) 
  

NET INCOME   $   24,604 

Change in Board Reserve:    $     4,685 


